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TFIE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  AND  SANITARY 
COMMITTEP]— CHORLEY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I liaA^e  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  tlie  Borough  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December, 
1955. 


From  the  tables  of  Vital  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  that, 

(a)  The  Birtli  Rate  of  14.9  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year; 
(h)  The  Death  Rate  has  risen  from  13.8  tol4.4; 

(c)  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 
of  age)  is  27  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Although  the  Birth  Rate  lias  remained  the  same  as  in  the  Year  1954, 
the  actual  number  of  births  is  3 fewer  and  the  Birth  Rate  of  14.9  is  only 
ver;y  slightly  lower  than  the  figure  of  15.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  15  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the 
Death  Rate  of  14.4  is  in  excess  of  that  for  the  Country  as  a whole  which  was 
11.7.  The  Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  is  0.6  greater  than  in  the  previous 
yeai'  and  that  for  the  whole  Country  0.4.  No  doubt  the  fact  that  the  propor- 
tion of  old  persons  in  the  Country  is  steadily  increasing,  is  largelj'’  responsible 
for  the  rising  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age  was 
13.  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
of  27  remains  higher  than  the  rate  of  24.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Unfortunately  there  was  during  the  year  one  death  arising  from  child- 
birth. This  is  the  first  death  from  this  cause  since  the  year  1950.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  3 the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
The  Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuherciilosis  of  0.09  for  the  Borough  com- 
])are.s  favourably  with  the  Rate  of  0.13  for  the  whole  Country. 

In  regard  to  the  acute  infectious  diseases,  191  cases  were  notified  as 
compared  with  554  in  the  year  1954. 

Slum  clearance  is  the  problem  which  demands  most  urgent  attention 
in  the  Borough,  and  a very  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  on  this 
during  the  past  year..  Tlie  survey  for  the  purpo.se  of  Section  1 of  the  Housing- 
Repairs  ami  Rents  Act,  1954,  showed  that  approximately  1 ,000  houses  would 
require  to  he  demolislied  during  the  next  seven  years.  Tliis  is  a tremendous 
undertaking,  hut  one  wliicit  must  siirely  result  in  vastly  improving  the  healtli 
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anJ  outlook  on  life  of  those  who  are  re-housed.  Tlie  increased  rents  should 
not  be  ginulged  so  long  as  they  can  be  met  without  encroachment  on  essential 
food  requirements.  There  seems  to  be  a tendency  for  the  i)resent  generation 
to  spend  too  nuich  of  tlieir  income  on  luxuries. 

Side  by  side  with  slum  clearance  should  be  the  active  implementation  of 
schemes  for  the  salvaging  of  those  houses  whicdi  can  be  brought  up  to  satis- 
factory standards. 

The  other  matter  which  requires  much  attention  is  the  supervision  of 
food  supplies.  The  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  should  give  considerable 
impetus  to  the  drive  for  cleaner  food.  The  general  public  can  play  a large 
part  in  this  campaign  by  refusing  to  patronise  shops  where  food  is  not  kept 
and  handled  under  hygienic  conditions. 

The  East  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme  awaited  Ministerial  approval  at  the 
end  of  the  j'ear.  Satisfactory  sewage  disposal  is  a matter  of  vital  importance 
and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  this  Scheme  will  not  be  unduly  delayed. 

My  thanks  are  dne  to  Mr.  Lund  and  the  other  members  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  co-operation  and  loyalty  during  the  year.  I also  wish 
to  express  gratitude  to  the  officers  of  other  Departments  tor  assistance  when- 
ever required,  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  for  their 
continued  support  and  encouragement. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  WALKER. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  ]h)rough  ot  Cliorley  is  a compact  iiifhistrial  Jjancashire  town  cover- 
ing nearly  4,300  acres,  of  which  about  080  acres  were  added,  in  1934,  from 
the  surrounding  rural  area,  including  the  Uuxbury  Estate  (050  acres)  and 
parts  of  the  parishes  ot  Euxton  and  Heath  Charnock. 

The  town  is  situate  approximately  at  the  centre  of  a triangle  formed 
by  the  County  Boroughs  of  Preston,  Wigan  and  Bolton,  and  is  placed  on 
elevated  ground  (average  about  300  feet)  at  the  approaches  to  the  P_ennine 
Range,  which  rises  sharply  to  the  East,  the  sea  being  located  approximately 
10  miles  to  the  West.  The  subsoil  is  mainly  clay,  with  outcrops  of  sand  ami 
gravel. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  are  of  the  terraced  type  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  with  municipal  housing  estates  on  the  outskirts.  The  town  is  well 
provided  with  several  small  green  recreation  grounds,  and  possesses  in  Astley 
Park,  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  a large  natural  parkland  of  much  beauty, 
comprising  nearly  100  acres. 

The  principal  industries  are  cotton  weaving,  spinning  and  bleaching, 
motor  works,  floor-cloth  manufacture,  and  steam  laundries.  A large  i)ropor- 
tion  of  female  labour  is  normally  employed. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following'  is  a snmmary  of  the  principal  statistics  for  the  year 
1954  and  1955. 


1954 

1955 

Population  (estimated) 

31,930 

31,750 

Number  of  Deaths  (corrected)  ... 

442 

457 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

13.8 

14.4 

Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  ... 

13 

13 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  registered 
live  births) 

27 

27 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  (corrected) 

47G 

473 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

14.9 

14.9 

Number  of  Still  births  (corrected) 

15 

10 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  hirtjis) 

31 

33 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  ... 

21 

21 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 

44.1 

44.3 

Maternal  Deaths 

0 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000' total  births) 

0 

2.04 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

Deatli  Rate  per  1,000  population  from 

Pidmonary  Tuhercrrlosis  ... 

0.09 

0.09 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  form  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from  all  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  ...  

0.09 

0.09 

‘ Borough  covers  an  area  of  4,291  acres 
Population  (Census  1951)  ... 

32,036 

No.  of  inliahited  houses  (Rate  Books) 

10.142 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  ... 

£184,139 

Product  of  Id.  Rate 

£742 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


Tlie  following’  is  a copy  of  the  information  supplied  by  the  Ilegistrar- 
Greneral  of  the  causes  and  sex  distribution  of  deaths  of  Chorley  residents. 


M.  F.  T. 


1 iuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tubercxdosis,  other  ... 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

0.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  ... 


d.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

2 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

8 

3 

11 

li.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

13 

— 

13 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . .. 

— 

9 

9 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ... 

19 

13 

32 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

37 

44 

81 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

25 

10 

35 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

7 

11 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

41 

62 

103 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

7 

12 

19 

22.  Influenza 

2 

4 

6 

23.  Pneumonia 

1 

6 

7 

24 . Bronchitis 

17 

15 

32 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

4 

1 

5 

2b.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

2 

2 

4 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

5 

9 

14 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

4 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 



1 

1 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

— 

2 

2 

32.  Otlier  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

20 

19 

39 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

34.  All  other  Accidents  ... 

5 

4 

9 

35.  Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

224 

233 

457 

437 


TABLE  I . 


Live 

Births 

Deaths 
(All  Causes) 

Stillbirths 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Infant  Mortality 

Total 

Neo- 

Natal 

No 

Regis- 

tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop’n 

No. 

Regis- 

tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop’n 

No. 

Regis- 

tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Total 

Births 

No.  of 
D’ths 
Regis- 
tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Total 

Births 

No.  of 
D’ths 
Regis- 
tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Live 

Births 

No.  of 
D’ths 
Regis- 
tered 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Live 

Births 

Year  1955 

473 

* 

14.9 

457 

♦ 

14.4 

16 

33 

1 

2.04 

13 

27 

10 

21 

Year  1954 

476 

14.9 

442 

13.8 

15 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

27 

10 

21 

1953 

517 

16.1 

428 

13.4 

17 

32 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

31 

9 

17 

1952 

484 

15.0 

403 

12.5 

14 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

17 

35 

13 

27 

1951 

489 

15.1 

470 

14.5 

17 

34 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

33 

12 

25 

1950 

471 

14.5 

456 

14.1 

15 

31 

2 

4.12 

12 

25 

8 

17 

Avg.  5 years 

1950-54 

— 

15.1 

— 

13.6 

— 

31.2 

— 

0.82 

— 

30.2 

— 

21.4 

* A^-  f A Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor,  1.01)  = 15.0  per  1000 

Adjustea  (Comparability  Factor,  1.06)  = 15.3  per  1000 


TABLE  II  . 


Infant  Mortality  Rates. 


Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

25 

29.8 

1951 

33 

29.6 

1952 

35 

27.6 

1953 

31 

26.8 

1954 

27 

25.5 

1955 

27 

24.9 

TABLE  III.  TABLE  IV. 

Birth  Rates.  Death  Rates. 


Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

14.9 

11.6 

1951 

14.5 

12.5 

1952 

12.5 

11.3 

1953 

13.4 

11.4 

1954 

13.8 

11.3 

1955 

14.4 

11.7 

Year 

CHORLEY 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

14.5 

15.8 

1951 

15.1 

15.5 

1952 

15.0 

15.3 

1953 

16.1 

15.5 

1954 

14.9 

15.2 

1955 

14.9 

15.0 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  in  the  Borough  of  Chorley  since  1941. 
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1955 

14.9 

14.4 
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PART  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Since  the  National  llealtli  Services  Act  came  into  force  the  personal 
health  services  of  the  Borough  have  been  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
(’onnty  Coiincil,  as  the  “Local  Autliority”  under  the  Act.  These  services 
include  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  the  School  Health 
Services — Medical  and  Dental,  and  the  Home  Nursing  Services. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  also  now  provided  by  the  ('ounty  ('ou’icil. 

The  Hospital  Services  which  include  all  the  local  and  near-hy  liosi)itals, 
are  now  maintained  by  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Management  Com- 
mittee. 

DETAILS  OF  COUNTY  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE.  There  are  5 amhidances  and  2 sitting-  case 
cars  stationed  at  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Pall  Mall,  Chorley.  The  work  done 
bv  this  station  covers  the  area  of  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts. 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE.  There  is  1 domiciliary  Midwife  in 
Chorley  who  attends  expectant  mothers  who  are  confined  at  home. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE.  There  are  established  in  various  parts 
of  Chorley  5 female  District  Nurses  and  2 male  District  Nurses.  The  duties 
of  these  nurses  include  nursing  care  of  patients  in  their  own  homes  and  they 
arrange  for  the  loan  of  nursing  equipment  in  suitable  cases. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE.  Home  Helps  are  employed  in  Chorley  and 
help  a variety  of  cases  including  confinements,  sickness,  old  age  and  infirmity, 
and  Tuberculosis  cases.  Night  Helps  are  also  employed  where  needed. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC.  There  is  a weekly  session  held  at  2 and  4 
St.  Thomas’s  Square,  Chorley,  when  a specialist,  emploj-ed  by  the  Preston 
and  Chorley  Hospital  Management  Committee,  attends. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES.  Two  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  open 
each  week  in  the  district,  one  at  Eaves  Lane,  each  Wednesday  afternoon  and 
the  one  at  Cunliffe  Street  is  open  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  A doctor  and 
Health  Visitor  attend  each  clinic  and  advice  is  readily  given  in  infant  care 
and  management  and  baby  foods  sold. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAIj  SERVICE.  Medical  and  hygiene  inspections  are 
carried  out  at  the  scliools  and  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  2 and  4 St.  Thomas’s 
vSquare  and  20,  St.  Thomas’s  Road,  Chorley,  for  a variety  of  treatments 
ijicluding  minor  ailments,  dental  care,  orthopaedic  and  opthalmic  conditions. 
The  County  Council  make  special  provision  for  residential  schooling  for 
various  categories  of  handicapped  children  such  as  the  blind,  partially  sighted, 
deaf  and  dumb,  epileptics,  delicate  and  backward. 

CONVALESCENT  CWRE.  In  suitable  ca.ses  arrangements  are  made 
for  the  admission  of  patients  to  convalescent  homes. 
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WEJjFARE  services.  Residential  homes  are  provided  to  accommo- 
date elderly  and  infirm  persons  who  have  no  longer  any  one  to  adequately  care 
for  them.  Handicapi)ed  ])ersons  are  also  assisted. 

These  Services  are  administered  on  behalf  of  Lancashire  County  Council 
by  No.  4 Health  Division  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  J.  Walker,  44,  Victoria  Road, 
Eulwood.  Tel.  Preston  77263,  the  local  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  Dr.  D.  J.  Black,  2 and  4,  St.  Thomas’s  Square,  Chorley,  Tel. 
(hiorley  2709. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  The  facilities  as  described  in  previous 
reports  continue  to  be  utilised,  i.e.,  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  Laboratories, 
and  the  County  Analyst. 


17 


PART  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Area. 
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1.  (a) 

Source 


Analyses. 


Supply 


PART  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water 


The  town  is  supplied  with  water  t'roni  the  Liverpcjol 
Corporation  "Water  Works  at  Rivinyton  (the  Chorley  supply 
coniinp'  troiu  the  filter  beds  at  “The  Nab”)  with  the  exception 
of  the  properties  ou  the  Duxbury  Estate,  whose  supply  is 
drawn  from  the  Manchester  supply,  as  the  pipe  lines  to  that 
citj^  traverse  the  area  on  their  way  from  Thirlmere.  The  water 
is  soft  (being  upland  surface  water). 

AVeekly  bagteriological  and  periodical  chemical  analyses 
are  carried  out  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation  who  forward 
copies  of  their  analyses  to  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. Since  these  copies  were  requested  in  1941  the  results 
have  proved  invariably  satisfactory. 


A period  “ check  up  ” of  these  reports  is  made  by 


analj^ses. 


AVater  Samples  taken  : — 


Public  Siipply  ... 

No. 

10 

Private  ... 

— 

C.C.  Baths 

4 

Private  Baths  . . . 

5 

Potable — 10  Samples. 


Chemical 

Bacteriological 

S.  H/S. 

s.  u/s. 

5 — 

5 — 

1 — 

3 — 

— 2 

3 — 

Bath — 9 Samples. 


The  water  supply  continues  to  be  chlorinated. 


Ih-actically  all  the  houses  within  the  Borough  receive  a 
mains  water  supply;  the  exceptions  being  the  outlying  farms 
and  cottages.  These  number  18  dwelling  houses  (including 
7 farms). 


In  some  cases  a reasonably  good  water  is  rendered  of 
doubtful  quality  b}^  poor  arrangements  and  conditions  of  ]upes, 
or  other  extraneous  cause. 


There  were  10,180  houses  on  a mains  water  supply  in  the 
Borough,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  houses  are  supplied  by 
stand  pipe. 
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Pressure 


Consumption, 
per  head 


The  i)ressiire  of  water  in  some  parts  of  the  town  is  not 
good  and  leads  to  consequent  neglect  of  all  those  niaiii  cleans- 
ing functions  for  which  water  is  used — from  hushing  the 
closets  to  flushing  of  yards,  etc. 

In  a few  cases  where  the  pressure  was  inadequate,  oAvners 
have  been  persuaded  to  have  steps  taken  to  provide  a sufficdenr 
supply. 

Work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  tlie  lIo])e 
Street,  Vine  Street  area  supply. 

It  is  essential  that  a wholesome  and  sufficient  supply  of 
water  is  available  to  all  householders,  if  a satisfactory 
standard  of  health  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  Avater  per  head  of 
population  is  about  33.0  gallons,  compared  Avitli  33.3  gallons 
for  the  previous  year.  (This  figure  includes  the  toAvn’s  Aise 
of  water  for  industrial  purposes,  as  well  as  domestic). 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewage. 

The  outlying  farms  and  cottages  in  the  Borough  are  parts 
not  serA^ed  by  the  water  carriage  system  and  houses  in  the 
Preston  Hoad,  Euxton  Lane,  Bolton  Road,  Wigan  Lane  and 
Carr  Lane  districts  are  drained  to  septic  tanks,  no  seAvers  being 
available. 

Disposal.  'pi^e  disposal  is  effected  at  the  Avorks  at  Common  Bank, 

Cowling,  Botany,  Heapey,  Bagganley  and  Duxbury. 

The  principal  sewage  Avorks  seiwing  more  than  three 
quarters  of  the  area  of  the  Borough,  is  situated  at  Common 
Bank  at  the  loAvest  part  of  the  town.  Five  subsidiary  instal- 
lations deal  with  sewage  from  the  eastern  and  southern  parts 
of  the  Borough. 

Sewage  from  Chorley  is  receiA^ed  at  Common  Bank  through 
four  trunk  sewers  at  the  north  east  of  tlie  Avorks,  and  tliat 
from  Euxton  and  tlie  Ro3'al  Ordnance  Factory-  is  coiiA^eyed 
through  two  separate  sewers  on  the  AA’esterl.A^  side.  The  AA’orks 
comprise  coarse  screens,  detritus  tanks,  sedimentation  tanks, 
storm  water  tanks,  slow  sand  filters,  percolating  bacterial 
filters,  humus  and  sludge  digestion  tanks,  and  sludge  di’A’ing 
beds. 

Consideration  was  given  by  the  Council  lo  ihe  projaisal 
to  abandon  the  obsolete  and  inefficieni  subsidiary  si'Avage  works 
and  it  was  decided  after  consultation  with  the  ^Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  (jovernment  that  iiroposals  and  esli males 
be  prepared.  This  scdieme  Avas  still  under  consideralion  at  the 
end  of  the  .year  although  details  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
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the  scheme  for  the  coiistiiiction  of  tlie  portion  of  the  east 
valley  onttall  sewer  from  Ba fi’ganley  to  Cowling’  had  been 
submitted. 

It  is  most  important  that  efficient  sewage  disposal  facilities 
are  provided  and  maintained,  otherwise  there  is  a serious  risk 
of  danger  to  public  health.  It  is  hoped  therefore  that  restric- 
tion on  capital  expenditure  will  not  liave  the  effect  of  delaying 
the  proposals  which  should  be  implemeuted  without  further 
delay. 


2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Lancashire  River  Board  has  jurisdiction  in  regard  to 
rivers  and  stream  pollution  in  the  Borough.  The  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  has  become  a national  problem  and  stringent 
measures  are  required  to  combat  this  menace. 


3.  (a)  Closet  Accommodation. 


Conversions. 


Closet  accommodation  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows : — 
Privy  middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Closets  attached  to  above  middens  ...  ...  20 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Waste-water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  031 


Fresh- water  Closets 


10,439 


Tlie  privy  middens  and  pail  closets  are  located  amongst 
the  farm  and  outlying  properties  near  the  Borough  boundary 
and  none  exist  where  sewers  are  available.  They  are  mostly 
emptied  by  the  owners,  but  the  Corporation  undertakes  the 
emptying  of  some  privy  middens  and  pail  closets.  By  agree- 
ment the  Chorley  Rural  District  Council  undertakes  the  empty- 
ing of  pail  closets  at  Birkacre. 

All  new  houses  are  fitted  with  fresh-water  closets. 

Privy  closets  to  fresh-water  closets  ...  ...  - — 

Pail  closets  to  fresh-water  closets  .«.  ...  1 

Waste-water  closets  to  fresh-water  closets  ...  2() 

In  order  to  speed  up  the  conversion  rate  of  waste  water 
closets  the  Council  in  1954  decided  to  increase  the  grant  to 
£7  10s  Od.,  this  sum  including  the  cost  of  tlie  necessary 
drainage  work  carried  out  by  the  Corporation. 

Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  drainage  work  this  measure 
has  not  proved  as  successful  as  it  was  hoped,  witli  tlie  result 
that  the  conversion  rate  has  only  slightly  increased. 
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(b)  Public  Cleansing. 

The  cleansing  of  streets  and  clearance  of  snow  is  canied 
ont  1)}’  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department. 

The  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  canied  out 
\iuder  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Condemned  meat  and  offal  is  disposed  of  by  removal  to 
(iallagher’s  (Offal  Works)  of  Wigan. 

The  refuse  from  over  11,388  covered  ash-bins  is  collected 
in  approved  motor  vehicles,  of  which  the  Council  now  possess 
six  “Karriers.” 

The  great  majority  of  the  bins  are  emptied  weekly  but 
breaks  occur  in  the  regularity.  In  a town  the  size  of  Chorley, 
if  this  service  is  to  be  run  with  due  economy,  these  breaks 
are  almost  inevitable  and  are  ‘due  to  such  occurrences  as 
national  holidays,  variations  in  the  distance  of  “tips,”  calls 
upon  the  vehicles  by  other  departments  for  emergency  opera- 
tions (particularly  at  a time  when  there  is  an  over-all  shortage 
of  vehicles  and  hiring  is  difficult),  and  break-downs  in  the 
vehicles  themselves. 


Streets. 

House  and 
Trade  Refuse. 


Men  employed  in  refuse  collection  are : — 

4 teams  of  4 men  each,  on  4 waggons. 

1 team  of  2 men  on  1 waggon. 

1 man  on  1 waggon. 

Several  loaded  waggons  were  weighed  before  tipping,  they 
varied  from  2 tons  1 cwt.  to  2 tons  9 cwts.  The  total  amount 
of  household  rubbish  transported  to  the  tip  was  approximately 
15,656  tons. 


Superannuation.  A number  of  superannuated  posts  remained  unfilled  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  There  is  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable 
labour. 

Baths.  70  per  cent  of  the  ashbinmen  have  no  fixed  bath  in  their 

homes  but  the  Corporation  offers  facilities  at  the  Public  Baths. 

Welfare.  A room  equipped  with  hot  and  cold  water  and  coke  stove 

is  available  for  the  use  of  men  staying  for  mid-day  meals. 

Clothing.  Each  man  is  allowed  a warm  winter  coat,  plastic  jacket 

and  leggings,  gloves  and  goggles. 

Ash-bins.  11,388  ash-bins  were  emptied  every  7 to  10  days  except 

during  the  holiday  periods.  495  bins  were  sold  at  50s.  and  38s. 

During  the  year  242  preliminary  notices  were  served  on 
owners  to  provide  bins.  At  the  year  end  35  of  the  notices  were 
not  complied  with. 

Tipping.  The  refuse,  with  the  exception  of  condemned  meat  and 

offal  and  those  articles  recovered  under  war-time  salvage 
schemes,  is  disposed  of  by  tipping.  The  tips  were  at  Tootell 


Street  and  Yarrow 


Bridge. 


Salvage. 


Tlie  salvaf>'e  of  wastepaper  instituted  during'  the  war 
continues. 

Pig-food.  There  are  six  licences  issued  to  private  collectors  of 

kitclien  waste,  wlio  collect  approxiinately  150  tons  per  annum. 

A person  keeping  less  than  5 pigs,  5 breeding  rahhits  or 
50  poultry,  or  who  is  a member  of  a registered  pig  club,  may 
collect  waste  kitchen  food  without  licence. 

(c)  Cleansing  of  Drains  and  Closets. 

One  man  is  now  employed  part-time  on  this  work  but  he 
is  also  reserve  labour  for  other  work.  It  is  therefore  difficult 
to  maintain  an  efficient  drain  cleansing  service. 

Several  long-standing  drain  troubles  causing  periodical 
stoppages  have  been  remedied.  Some  of  the  work,  where 
repairs  necessitate  excavation  is  undertaken  by  the  Borough 
Engineer’s  Department. 

Instances  are  still  occurring  where  owners  or  contractors 
are  making  unauthorised  openings  into  the  drainage  system 
and  then  closing  without  prior  inspection  by  this  department. 
This  leads  to  rat  infestation  and  the  breakdown  of  an  otherwise 
good  system. 

(d)  Lavatories  and  Urinals. 

A new  public  lavatory  was  opened  in  Whalley  Street,  thus 
making  17  public  lavatories  and  2 urinals  in  the  town,  cleaned 
and  maintained  by  a staff  of  one  male  (full-time)  and  one 
female  (part-time). 

Other  conven'ences  provided  at  Astley  Hall  and  the  Recrea- 
tion (jrounds  are  under  supervision  of  the  Parks  Department. 

The  scheme  for  the  erection  of  new  conveniences,  together 
with  an  office  for  the  Market  Superintendent  has  unfortunately 
not  been  implemented. 

There  is  still  need  for  the  provision  of  additional  con- 
veniences in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

The  old  metal  urinal  in  Back  Street,  is  due  for  replace- 
ment with  a modern  structure. 

All  conveniences  have  again  been  grossly  misused  and 
wilful  damage  to  fittings  and  locks  has  constantly  to  be  made 
good. 

4.  Shops  and  Offices. 

Tliere  were  TG4  registered  shops  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
of  tlie  year. 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts : — 
Number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  169 

Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  29 
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Many  verbal  notices  weie  fi'iven  for  minor  contraventions 
if  the  Slio])s  Acts  and  Public  Health  Act. 

5.  Camping  Sites — Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Ihnler  the  Chorley  Corporation  Act  192(5  (section  92-3) 
no  tent,  caravan  or  similar  structure  is  permitted  to  remain 
within  the  Horouo'h,  nor  is  it  permitted  for  any  land  to  be 
used  to  provide  accommodation  for  such,  without  the  coiisent 
of  the  C'ouncil. 

6.  Smoke  Abatement. 

Routine  observations  of  smoke  emitted  from  factory  and 
other  non-domestic  chimnevs  in  the  Borough  are  made. 

1955 

No.  of  smoke  observations  made  •••  125 

No.  of  visits  to  factories,  etc.  for  the  purpose  ...  133 

Excessive  emissions  recorded  ...  ...  ...  8 

I append  figures  showing  the  solid  deposit  since  1950. 

Total  solids  deposited  (in  tons  per  sq.  mile)  : 

1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 

135  129  147  171  14G  112 

Average  deposit  per  month : — 

11.25  11.7  13.36  14.34  14.6  9.3 

Since  the  gauge  was  moved  to  its  present  site  in  1954  it 
is  not  possible  to  draw  a fair  comparison  between  the  figures 
prior  to,  and  after  that  date. 

The  problem  of  atmospheric  pollution  no  doubt  requires 
great  emphasis  to  be  placed  on  industrial  and  domestic  smoke 
and  fumes,  but  amongst  other  considerations,  the  problem  of 
oily  fumes  discharged  into  the  atmosphere,  especially  in  built- 
up  areas,  by  diesel  engine  vehicles  should  not  be  ignored. 

This  type  of  engine  is  quickly  extending  its  field  of  use- 
fulness throughout  the  whole  range  of  commercial  vehicles 
and  even  to  private  cars.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  petrol 
or  diesel  vehicle  exhaust  discharges  are,  in  common  with 
other  atmospheric  pollutions,  prejudicial  to  health. 

The  exhaust  gases  of  petrol  engines  although  more 
poisonous  are  light  and  quickly  rise  in  the  air  to  be  dispersed 
by  wind,  but  not  so  the  oily  soot  in  diesel  exhaiists.  This  hangs 
around  the  streets  and  is  absorbed  into  the  lungs.  If  we  have 
got  to  have  diesel  engines  because  they  are  cheaper  to  run. 
tliere  should  be  an  immediate  tightening  of  control  over  their 
use. 

The  Motor  Vehicles  (Construction  and  Use)  Regadations 
1951  made  under  the  1930  Road  Traffic  Act  recpiire  every 
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motor  vehicle  to  he  maintained  in  such  condition  as  to  prevent 
the  emission  of  smoke  or  visible  vapour,  the  emission  of  which 
could  he  avoided  hy  takino'  any  reasonable  steps  or  by  the 
exercise  of  reasonable  care.  If  it  is  possible  to  influence  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  in  this  respect,  it  should  be  done. 

There  are  no  Bye  Laws  relating-  to  the  emission  of  sjiioke 
in  operation  in  the  Borough  but  in  view  of  the  pending  legis- 
lation it  may  be  advisable  to  leave  this  matter  in  abeyance. 

7.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Corporation  Swimming  Bath  and  Hartwood  Hall  are 
the  only  public  “plunges”  in  use  in  the  Borough. 

It  is  in  the  interest  of  public  health  that  ample  supplies 
ol  hot  water  should  be  made  available  to  bathers  prior  to 
entering  the  plunge. 


8.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  Council  houses  found  infested  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Council  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  other  houses  found  infested  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  other  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  2 


Disinfection  of  premises  is  Yjerformed  by  the  use  of  Cimex 
or  spraying  with  Zaldecide  or  other  vermicide.  Bedding  and 
other  suitable  material  is  treated  by  steam  disinfection. 


9.  Schools. 

Total  No.  of  schools  in  district  ...  ...  ...  15 

Sanitary  condition  of  schools  : — 


(a) 

No'.  of  schools  with  unsatisfactory  yard 

surfaces 

5 

(b) 

Sanitary  accomodation  — No.  of  schools 
with : — 

(1)  Fresh  water  closets 

15 

(2)  Trough  closets 

5 

(c) 

llefuse  disposal — No.  of  schools  with — 

15 

(1)  Dustbins 

(cl) 

AVater  supply  — No.  of  schools  supplied 

15 

from  public  mains 

(e) 

No.  of  schools  where  facilities  are  con- 
sidered unsatisfactory  for : — 

(1)  AA^'ashing 

1 

(2)  Drinking  ...  

1 

10.  Sanitary  Inspection. 

I'nlal  No.  of  sanitary  inspections  by  inspectors  ...  5878 

No.  of  premises  showing  defects  or  nuisances  ...  717 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  717 

Informal  notices  complied  with  .. . ...  ...  ...  (104 

Statutory  notices  served  under : — 

(a)  llousino'  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  and  Chorley  Corpora- 

tion Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Statutory  notices  not  comj)lied  with  ...  ...  ...  87 


Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  4 premises  registered  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  trades  classified  as  “offensive,”  namely  Tripe  dressing 
8,  and  gut  scraping  1. 

These  premises  are  all  inspected  to  sea  that  they  conform 
to  the  bye-laws. 

No.  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  26 


Diseases  of  Animals — Acts  and  Orders. 


Swine  Fever.  1 Oixtbreak  of  Swine  Fever  was  confirmed. 

8 Form  A notices  served. 

808  Licences  from  outside  sources  checked.  100  Licences 
issued. 

Sheep  Scab.  No  action. 

FoavI  Pest  5 suspected  outbreaks  occurred  in  the  Borough  and  restric- 

tions  placed  on  the  premises.  Restrictions  of  Govern- 
ment (Form  B)  placed  on  17  additional  premises. 

24  Licences  were  issued. 

07  Licences  from  outside  sources  checked. 

Anthrax  Order.  No.  action. 

Foot  and  Mouth  No.  action. 

Disease  Order. 

Importation  of  No  Licences  were  issued  and  8 from  outside  areas  were 
Animals  Act.  (hecked. 


Transit  of 
Animals  Order 
1931. 

Tuberculosis 
Order  1938. 


This  Grder  deals  Avith  the  Conveyance  of  animals  to  prevent 
unnecessary  suffering.  Several  minor  contra\'entions  Avere 
dealt  Avith  and  rectified  by  informal  action. 

Notices  of  Intended  Slaughter  received  (Form  C)  8 
Copies  of  notices  requiring  owner  to  detain  animals 
received  (Form  A.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bovines  slaughtered  in  the  abattoirs  .. . ...  ...  8 

Copies  of  notices  to  cleanse  and  disinfect  premises 

received  and  complied  Avitli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Siumimry  ot  AV^ork. 

•’)()  liiisiuess  premises  disinfested. 

211  ])\vellini>-lio\ises  disinfested. 

7S  Local  Authorities  premises  disinfested. 

107  llusiness  premises  surveyed. 

Alaintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in 
Alarcli  and  November,  a total  of  147  manholes  being  baited. 
Of  this  number  30  manholes  showed  complete  prebait  take. 

Lethal  Chambers  for  Dogs  and  Gats. 

453  cats  and  415  dogs  were  destroyed  during  the  year,  a 
total  of  868  animals. 


Rag  Flock  Act. 

Three  premises  were  registered.  10  Inspections  were  made 
during  the  year.  5 Samples  were  taken,  5 being  satisfactory. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  common  lodging-liouses  in  tbe  Borougli, 
Standish  House  for  men  only,  and  No.  1,  King  Street,  which 
accommodates  men  and  women.  These  premises  are 
frequentlj’’  iiispected.  Constant  vigilance  is  essential  to  secure 
adequate  disinfestation  of  verminous  persons  at  these  premises. 
Alany  ot  the  inmates  are  elderly  and  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  securing  their  admission  to  hospital. 

A'isits  paid  to  each  of  the  houses  during  the  year  ...  41 

House  let  in  lodgings. 

There  are  several  houses  in  the  Bororigh  which  come  into 
this  category  and  it  may  be  possible  to  effect  improvements 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Repair  and  Rents  Act  1954. 
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HOUSING. 

General. 

The  main  type  ot  house  in  the  Boron»h  is  a terraced  type  with  either 
4 or  5 habitable  rooms.  Tlie  common  detects  are  defective  roofs,  walls, 
gutters,  spouts,  windows  and  lack  of  damp-proof  courses.  These  defects  are 
very  liable  to  produce  excessive  dampness. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  council  up  to  the  end  of  1955 
was  1,517. 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  made  by  informal  and  statutory  action  tlie  number 
of  sub-standard  houses  remains  liigh. 

During  the  year  34  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Local  Government  Miscellaneous  Provisions 
Act. 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

As  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  the 
following  Summary  of  Proposals  were  submitted  by  the  Council  in  August  of 
tliis  year. 

SUMMARY  OF  PROPOSALS 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local  authority’s 
area  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10218 

Part  1.  The  total  problem 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  section  9 of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under 
section  11  or  section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  1000 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 

securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i)  ...  7 

Part  2 Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and  already 

covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  or  owned  liy  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  whicli  are  already  in  clearance  areas 
and  for  whicli  (dearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 
orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have 

not  yet  became  ojierative  ...  . ...  ...  . — 

Part  3.  Action  in  the  first  five  years 

(v)  Number  of  bouses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas 
and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 
are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agree- 
ment within  the  five  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 
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(vi)  Number  of  liouses  wliicli  are  to  be  included  in  clearance 
areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  five  years 
will  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will  have  been 
included  in  a (dearance  order  or  compulsory  ])\irchase 

order  submitted  to  the  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  (179 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be 
patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five 
years  under  section  2 of  the  Housinp-  Repairs  and  Rents 

Act,  1954,  for  temporary  accommodation  ...  ...  — 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be 

demolished  in  the  five  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  700 

(ix)  Number  of  bouses  (including'  those  already  comprised 
in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in 
the  five  years  as  a result  of  action  under  section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

The  Long-  Row  and  Botany  Bay  Clearance  Order  1955  was  made  by  the 
Council  in  November  and  application  was  made  to  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  confirmation  of  the  Order. 

4 objections  were  received  against  this  Order  and  a Public  Inquiry  was 
lield  in  June,  1950,  but  the  Ministry’s  Inspectors  findings  were  not  to  hand  at 
the  time  of  printing  this  report. 

No  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 

1955 

(1)  By  the  liocal  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

1955 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)...  1104 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  3007 

2.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  442 

3.  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  717 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  or  Formal  Notice. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  493 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing  Act, 
1936. 
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(1)  No.  of  (Iwelling-hoiises  in  respect  of  wliicli  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  18 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-lionses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice. 

(a)  hy  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(h)  hy  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  1 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  60 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  serving  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  hy  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


(h)  hy  Local  Aiithority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  • — 

(J  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts, 

1936. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - — 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings have  been  received  and  accepted  ...  ...  34 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  represented  under  Local 

Government  (Misc.  Provisions)  Act,  1953  ...  ...  6 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . ...  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1949.  Improvement  Grants  etc: — 


Action  During  Year: — No.  of 

Schemes 

(,a)  Submitted  by  private  indi- 
viduals to  Local  Authority  ...  20 

(b)  Submitted  hy  Local  Authority 

to  Ministry  ...  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Finally  approved  hy  Ministry  — 

(d)  Work  Completed  ...  ...  7 

{e)  Additional  separate  dwellings 

included  in  (a)  above  ...  — 


Private  Bodies 

Local 

or  Individuals 

Authority 

No.  of  Dw.cl- 

No.  of  Dwiel 

ling  Houses 

No.  of 

ling  Houses 

or  other 

Schemes 

or  other 

Buildings 

Buildings 

affected 

affected 

20 

— 

— 

■ 

1 

(i 

— 

1 

6 

7 

— 

— 

81 


5.  Particulars  of  Housing  Schemes. 

li)  In  liand  at  end  of  the  year. 

Jji])tr()t  Estate,  Extension  to  Tlioi’iihill  Estate, 
(ii)  t'ontenii)lated — Cowling-  Estate. 
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PART  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(A)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Since  the  1st  October,  1949  much  of  the  work  previously 
undertaken  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  now  been  taken 
over  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  The  Council’s  Inspectors’  work  is  now  confined  to 
inspecting  and  reporting  upon  the  dairies  in  the  Borough, 
excluding  the  shippon  and  farm  supervision  that  they 
previously  undertook. 

Action  taken  in  the  administration  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts 
and  Regulations. 


1. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
1949-54. 


(Raw  Milk)  Regulations 


No.  of  dealers’  licences  issued  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  1955 : — 


“Tuberculin  Tested’’  Milk 


14 


2.  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Pasteurised  and  (Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  “Heat  Treated’’  Milk  : 

(i)  Pasteurising  Plants  ...  2 Sterilising  Plants  ...  1 

(ii)  Retail  distributors. 

(a)  Pasteurised  ...  37 

(b)  Sterilised  ...  73 

3.  Action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  in  relation  to: — 

(a)  Raw  Milk: — 

1.  Tuberculosis — Biological  Tests. 

Samides  19  Negative  19  Positive  Nil 

2.  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

Samples  24  Satisfactory  18  Unsatisfactory  6 

3.  B.  Coli  Examinations. 

Samples  24  Satisfactory  17  Unsatisfactory  7 

4.  Sediment  Tests. 

Samples  — Satisfactory  — Unsatisfactory  — 

(b)  Heat  Treated  Milk: — 

‘ ‘ Pasteurised  ’ ’ — 

1 . Phosphatase  Test. 

Samples  44  Satisfactory  41  Unsatisfactory  3 

2.  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test. 

Samples  44  Satisfactory  44  Unsatisfactory  — 
“Sterilised’’ — 

3.  Turbidity  Test. 

Samples  9 Satisfactory  9 Unsatisfactory  — 


(B)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


1.  Meat. 

Abattoirs. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough,  the 
Corporation  providing  a public  abattoir. 

The  Main  slaughter-house  roof  still  leaks  and  requires 
repair. 

Slaughtermen  holding  licences  during  the  year  ...  22 


Meat  Inspection. 

All  meat  entering  the  abattoirs  is  examined  by  your  Sani- 
tary Inspectors  acting  under  the  bye-laws  made  in  1939,  under 
section  104  of  the  Chorley  Corporation  Act  1926. 

Every  animal  and  carcase,  including  frozen  meat  and  all 
packaged  and  canned  meats,  are  kept  under  close  supervision. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924,  all 
vehicles  carrying  meat  are  inspected  and  if  necessary,  ordered 
xo  be  brought  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  regulation-^. 

The  following  table  shows  the  meat  inspection  results  for 
the  year : — 
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Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

2258 

61 

6608 

4697 

Number  Inspected 

2262 

61 

6612 

4707 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases 
Condemned 

9 

4 

1 

18 

Carcases  of  whicli  some 
part  of  the  organ  was 
condemned 

470 

350 

226 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  witli 
Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

21.1% 

6.5% 

5.3% 

5% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

18 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  of  the  organ  was 
condemned 

685 

1 

134 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

31% 

3.2% 

— 

2.9% 

Abattoir 

Welfare. 


2. 


A room  is  provided  for  slaugliterhoiise  men.  This  is 
warmed  by  a coke  stove,  and  equipped  with  hot  water  and 
electric  ligditing. 

Other  Foods. 

Shops,  Stalls,  &c. 

On  the  1st  October,  1939  the  Corporation  became  a Foods 
and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Act  1938  later  superseeded  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955. 

This  enables  the  Corporation  tO'  exercise  a more  immediate 
control  over  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  food. 

Bye-laws  under  the  above  Act  for  the  Handling,  Wrapping 
and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air  were 
adopted  by  the  Council  and  came  into  operation  on  the  10th 
ol  Jidy,  1950. 


Tile  followiui>'  is  a suiiiiiuii'y  of  action  taken  and  observa- 
tions made  nndei'  the  above  Iieading’ : — 

Markets.  The  markets  are  inspected  freqxiently,  particular  attention 

beinp'  paid  to  tisli,  poultry  and  other  stalls  where  unpacked 
foods  are  olfered  for  sale,  ('ontinued  visits  reminding  stall 
holders  of  the  necessity  for  covering  their  stalls  at  the  back 
ami  sides,  and  the  requirement  that  names  and  addresses  be 
legibly  inscribed  as  required  by  the  Bye-laws  is  difficult  to 
enforce,  iiarticularly  on  the  Cattle  Market,  where  stall  holders 
come  and  go  with  amazing  rapidity. 

The  general  market  is  now  showing  gradual  improvement, 
certain  food  stalls  being  completely  enclosed,  whilst  work  is 
in  i)rogress  improving  others. 

Registration  of  A regular  inspection  is  made  of  shops  and  vehicles,  and 
Premises,  other  premises  used  in  the  manufacture  or  preparation  of  food 

stuffs,  many  of  which — such  as  premises  used  in  preparing  ice 
cream,  iiotted  and  preserved  meats,  etc. — have  to  be  registered 
I'lider  either  the  hood  and  Drugs  Act,  1988,  or  the  Lancashire 
County  f'ouncil  ((xeneral  Powers)  Act,  1951. 


Food  Premises  by  Type  of  Business  in  District  at  end  of  year. 

TYPE  OF  BUSINESS. 


No. 


General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  ...  ...  ...  187 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (inch  those  selling  wet 

fish , game  etc . ) ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Fishmongers  (inch  those  selling  ponltry,  game,  etc.)  ...  10 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and  preserved 

meat,  tripe,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Bakers  and  / or  confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice 

cream,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants,  cafes, 
snack  bars  and  similar  catering  establish- 
ments ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • ■ . ...  14 


The  coming  into  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regnlations  made  under  sections  13  and  123  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  will  mean  a great  deal  of  time  having 
to  be  devoted  to  this  subject  during  1950  as  there  are  well  over 
500  food  businesses  in  the  Boro\igh,  all  of  which  will  have 
to  be  subjected  to  a detailed  ins]iection  to  ascertain  in  what 
respects  they  comply  or  do  not  comply  Avith  the  complex 
reipiirements  of  the  Regulations. 


Hawkers. 
Potted  Meats. 
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There  were  31  liawkers  registered  under  these  acts. 
Premises  used  for  tlie  pi'eparation  of  jiotted  and  ])reserved 
meat,  fish,  etc.,  uiimhered  2-5. 

Fish  Fryers.  Tliere  are  32  fried  fish  sliops  on  the  rej^'ister.  Bye-laws 

povernino'  tliese  were  made  in  1939.  All  were  visited  by  tbe 
Sanitary  Inspectors  durino'  the  year. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  44  bakehouses  in  the  Borou<;'h. 

Many  bakehouses  are  adapted  from  dw'elling-houses  and 
are  not  very  suitable  for  tlie  purposes  of  storao'e  of  foodstuffs 
or  for  easy  cleaning. 

Ice-Cream.  In  1955  there  were  173  premises  registered  by  this 

Authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Of  these  premises,  3 manufacture  their  own  ice  cream  in 
Chorley. 

The  number  of  wholesale  firms  from  outside  the  Borough 
who  supplj^  local  retailers  is  17. 

147  Inspections  were  made  of  registered  premises. 

Action  taken  under  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations,  1947-52: — 

12  Samples  were  taken  giving  the  following  results : — 

Grade  I.  Grade  II.  Grade  III.  Grade  IV. 

4 7 1 — 

The  defined  grades  are  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  methylene 
blue  reduction  test  which  affords  a good  index  of  the  degree 
of  contamination  of  the  product. 

Grades  I.  and  II.  are  considered  satisfactory,  the  time 
taken  to  reduce  methylene  blue  being  2|  hours  or  more. 

Grades  III.  and  IV.  are  considered  unsatisfactory,  the 
time  taken  to  reduce  methylene  blue  for  Grade  III.  being  ^ to 
2 hours,  and  Grade  IV.  0 hours. 

(G)  Adulteration  of  Foods. 

No  legal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  1928,  or  other  acts. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Chemical  analyses  of  foods  are  undertaken  b}^  the  Countj^ 
Analyst  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

idle  bacteriplogical  analyses  of  milk  and  other  foods  is 
undertaken  at  the  laboratories  of  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

Milk. 

Formal  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Informal  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Unsatisfactory  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Other  Foods. 

Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Comprising : — 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jellies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Condiments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sausage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sugar  Confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Prepared  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dairj^  Produce  (other  than  milk)  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cereals  and  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Spirits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Samples  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  visits  made  in  execution  of  above  Acts  ...  ...  158 

(0)  Food  Poisoning, 

4 cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified,  no  special  cause 
being  ascertained. 


PART  F. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  diseases 
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DISEASES. 


A.  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (except  T.B.) 


1.  Prevalence: — 


1955  and  1954. 


1955 


Cases 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4ih 

Total 

Admitted 

Disease 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Cases 

to 

Hospital 

Measles  

23 

46 

13 

3 

85 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

6 

2 

17 

38 

29 

Diphtheria...  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

Pneumonia  

13 

10 

3 

6 

32 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

3 

Erysipelas  ..  

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

1 

3 

— 

4 

1 

Dysentery  

— 

5 

1 

8 

14 

1 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1954 


Measles  

3 

219 

90 

100 

412 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

4 

12 

24 

50 

36 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough... 

25 

3 

2 

4 

34 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

— 

21 

32 

3 

Erysipelas  

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Dysentery  ...  

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

6 

— 

12 

19 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and  AVliooping  Cougli  all  showed 
a decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications. 

It  will  he  seen  that  4 cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified 
during  the  year,  all  recovered  ,two  with  functional  limitations. 
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B.  Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1955. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Res  piratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

Years. 

Under  5 years  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 14  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  — 24  years  ... 

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  — 44  years  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  — 64  years  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

6 

7 

1 

V 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

V 

13 

1 

3 

1954  Totals: — 

12 

8 

3 

1953  Totals; 

24 

6 

3 

1 

No.  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were : — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  139 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Itenioved  from  Register 
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PART  G 


New  Legislation 

1955 


The  following  legislation  came  into  force  during  1955  except  where 
otherwise  stated : — 

New  Towns  Act,  1955. 

Rural  AVater  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act  1955. 

Requisitioned  Houses  and  Housing  (Amendment)  Act  1955. 

National  Insurance  Act  1955. 

Rating  and  Valuation  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1955. 

Rural  AVater  Supplies  and  Sewerage  (No.  2)  Act  1955. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  (1st  January  1956). 

Transfer  of  Functions  (Ministry  of  Food)  Order  1955. 

Transfer  of  Functions  (Food  and  Drugs)  Order  1955. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (Amendment)  Regs.  1955. 
Town  and  Country  Planning  (Mortgages,  Rentcharges,  etc)  Regs.  1955. 
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